Dance Links: A guide to delivering high quality guide for children and young people

Dance Links: A guide to delivering high quality dance for children and young people has been published under the auspices of the National PE, School Sport and Club Links Strategy, the document has been produced by the NDTA in partnership with Youth Dance England and endorsed by both the Department for Culture Media and Sport and the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority.

The guide is designed to be used alongside High Quality PE and Sport for Young People : A guide to recognising and achieving high quality PE and sport in schools and clubs (DFES/DCMS 2004). It outlines good practice in dance both within and beyond the curriculum and suggests ways in which that might be achieved, giving examples of projects between schools and out of school dance providers.

This is a highly significant document as it is the first government publication of its kind to focus specifically on dance for young people within the curriculum and beyond.  The foreword signed by both the Minister for Sport, Richard Caborn and Minister for Culture David Lammy, recognises the unique contribution of dance as an art form which contributes to fitness and health:

The provision of high quality dance will ensure that our young people experience the creativity and artistry of dance as it contributes to their general well being.

The document will be useful in helping teachers reflect on their practice and also in encouraging more schools to take advantage of the many dance artists and dance organisations that exist within their region, to both enrich and extend the dance experience of young people.

Copies of Dance Links: A guide to delivering high quality dance for children and young people can be obtained from DfES Publications email: dfes@prolog.uk.com or can be downloaded from the DCMS web-site www.culture.gov.uk
