Fundraising for youth dance groups
This information sheet has been compiled to help youth dance groups raise funds for their activities. The information provided falls under two main headings: applying to funding bodies and fundraising activities.
Applying to funding bodies
Funding bodies are categorised by the source of their income, for example there is National Lottery funding, public funding bodies and private funding bodies. Funding bodies often have a range of activities that they are willing to fund and these are sometimes referred to as ‘funding strands’. Funding bodies will review their areas of interest (or funding strands) regularly, so we have only drawn your attention to some of the strands that are relevant to youth dance. It is important to realise that your work or project may not meet the criteria of a particular funding strand but this doesn’t reflect on the quality of your work.
National Lottery Funding

The National Lottery has many funding strands. We have mentioned two here that may be of interest to you.

Awards for All 

Awards for All is a Lottery grants scheme aimed at local communities. Grants of £500 to £5,000 in Lottery money are available for community projects across England under the Awards for All programme. Awards for All is actively encouraging groups, schools, parish or town councils, or health bodies with projects that support education, sport, arts, heritage, environment and health in their community to apply for funding under this scheme. Public Enquiries Line: 08454 102030. Full details of Awards for All grant awards are available at:  www.awardsforall.org.uk
Young Peoples Fund 
The Young People’s Fund (YPF) is a multi-million pound fund promoting the well-being and personal development of young people. The fund is broken down into three strands; (1) grants to individual young people, (2) grants to voluntary and community organisations and (3) grants to voluntary organisations to fund national projects. Grants to voluntary and community organisations are between £5,000 and £150,000. In the first instance groups are required to fill out an outline proposal form (OPF). Once this has been assessed projects that have a good chance of being funded will be asked to submit a full application. 
YPF is also holding monthly How To Apply sessions specifically for groups thinking of applying to the Grants To Organisations strand of the programme. The sessions are from 10am – 12noon and take place on the last Wednesday of every month. If you are interested in attending, please contact Petra Roberts, Enquiries Officer, on 020 842 4000. All places must be booked in advance. Full details of the programme are listed on: http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/programmes/ypf/index.htm 
National Lottery Funding Search 
www.lotterygoodcauses.org.uk
Public Funding 


Arts Council England - Grants for the Arts:
Arts council England’s funding stream called Grants for the Arts is for individuals, arts organisations and other people who use the arts in their work. They are for arts-related activities that benefit people in England or that help artists and arts organisations in England to carry out their work. School groups are not eligible for arts council funding.
 It takes six weeks to process applications up to £5,000 and twelve weeks for applications over £5,000.



 http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/index.php
Heritage Lottery Fund 


www.hlf.org.uk
The Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) enables communities to celebrate, look after and learn more about our diverse heritage. Young Roots is a funding strand offered by the Heritage lottery.
Heritage Lottery Fund - Young Roots
Young Roots offers grants of between £5,000 and £25,000. The scheme aims to involve 13-20 year-olds (up to 25 for those with special needs) in finding out about their heritage, developing skills, building confidence and promoting community involvement. Young Roots projects stem directly from young peoples' interests and ideas, harnessing their creativity and energy and helping them work with others in their local community. 

Private Funding – trusts and foundations 
Paul Hamlyn Foundation

www.phf.org.uk
Esmee Fairbairn Foundation

www.esmeefairbairn.org.uk
Clore Duffield Foundation

www.cloreduffield.org.uk
Jerwood Charitable Foundation
www.jerwood.org
Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation
www.gulbenkian.org.uk
Joseph Rowntree Foundation

www.jrf.org.uk/funding
Wellcome Trust - PULSE 
Pulse is a Wellcome Trust initiative to support arts projects. Pulse hopes to engage young people with biomedical science and encourage them to tackle complex, emotive issues. Our key aim is innovation: we want creative organisations to come up with new ways of exploring science and engaging young people. All projects must be in the area of biomedical science and Wellcome are keen to encourage projects that tackle historical, social, ethical, cultural or contemporary issues arising from science. All enquiries and application forms should be addressed to: Pulse, Public Engagement Development Group, The Wellcome Trust, 215 Euston Road, London NW1 2BE, UK
Email: pulse@wellcome.ac.uk Web: http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/en/pulse/home.html 
Camelot Foundation - 4 Front Awards
Camelot Foundation is offering awards of £3,000 for 14 - 23 year olds who have ideas that could make a difference to the lives of other young people. No paper forms to complete. To apply submit a 5 minute video explaining your idea. More information available at 4front Awards
Fundraising guides and databases

DCMS Guide to Arts Funding
Comprehensive 58-page guide covering a range of different funding sources for the arts 

http://www.culture.gov.uk/global/publications/archive_2003/arts_funding_guide.htm 

Funding Websites & Databases
www.uksponsorship.com
www.fundraising.co.uk
www.access-funds.co.uk
www.funderfinder.org.uk
http://www.fund-raising.com/
Or buy the book Youth Funding Guide by Nicola Eastwood http://www.dsc.org.uk/acatalog/Funding_Guides.html
Fundraising activities

Ideas from Children in Need

For their fundraising brochure (in Adobe format) see:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/pudsey/fundraising/downloads/pack_small_5mb.pdf
Includes ideas such as…

· Sponsored run to school/work dressed as Superman

· “Dress reversal day” (ie. Teachers as pupils, and vice versa)

· Sponsored walk, covered in balloons from head to foot!

· “Skivvy for a day”- auction your self off for a day’s hard labour!

· Balloon race- Pay for a helium balloon to be released in your name and see which is found the furthest away.

· Tug of war

· Fete- Stalls, wet sponge throwing, toffee apples, lucky dip, bouncy castle(?), cake sale etc

· Fancy dress football tournament

· A sack race

· An egg and spoon race

· And one for Lent… a pancake race!

· Auction of skills

· Hold a teddy bear’s picnic!

· Guess the person from the baby photo… and pay 50p for the privilege.

· Black tie to school day!

· Anti-Fashion Day- See who can wear the most hideous clothes possible to school, and award a prize at the end of the day!

· Cheerleading competition

· Hair dye/ head shave

· Skipathon

· Dance-athon!

· Pyjama-day at school. Bring your teddy.

· Hold a kids’ party- Musical bumps, pin the tail on the donkey, jelly and ice cream, party bags(!) etc

· Have a five-penny race- The longest line wins. Or as a variation, draw out a beautiful “money-snake” in chalk on the ground and aim to fill it in.

Other ideas
· Sponsored Stair Climb

Maybe find a staircase and work out how many times you’d have to climb it to reach the top of the Eiffel tower???! Make badges and/or certificates stating “I’ve climbed the Eiffel Tower!”. Could also have lesser challenges (e.g. Canary Wharf, The Gherkin, Blackpool Tower) for those whose legs give out along the way/ think they won’t make it!

· Graffiti contest

Rig up sheets on frames, or paint a spare wall blank, then let kids loose on them. Get your art teacher or a local well-known graffiti artist to judge. Hold a display to the public afterwards and charge 50p/£1 entry?

· Sponsored Silence

Have a day of peace and quiet by sponsoring your loudest friends to keep schtum!
· Comfy-chair day

Auction off the privilege to spend every lesson for a day ensconced in an armchair! Organisers of the auction must transport the chair to each lesson.

· Super Heroes’ Athletics Contest
Dressed as Catwoman, Superduck, or Dangermouse, carry out a sports competition for people of almighty abilities. Capes and high-heeled boots to be avoided.

· Recycled fashion show

Get creative with bin bags, cardboard, whatever you can lay your hands on. Identify the next generation Dior, and have a laugh while you’re at it!

· Talent show/ contest. 

Have your own Pop Idol. Get singers, dancers etc to display their talents.

The old ones are the good ‘uns…

· Dog walking

· Lawn-mowing

· Babysitting

· Car washing

· Non-uniform day

· Bring and buy sale

· Cake sale

· Design a Christmas card

· Produce a calendar/ cookbook

Also taken from Children in Need:
Take aim

A tried and tested method of raising stacks of money is to ask people to pay money for the privilege of throwing something messy at you; maybe custard or a wet sponge. If you're a school headmaster, someone's boss or other authority figure you might find people are particularly keen to get involved in this event! 

If you do decide to let people throw things at you please make sure that you only use soft foodstuffs and always wear goggles to protect your eyes.

Fines 

Do you work with someone who is prone to utter the odd expletive? Or is your office full of chocoholics? If so, then why not set up a penalty system for the week before Children in Need, charging the guilty party a fine for every naughty word or sneaky chocolate bar eaten. 

Healthy competition

Why not have a charity games league at work or at your local pub or youth club? If you have a pool table nearby, or access to table football you can draw up a league table that pits people against one another. You could even extend this to board games, perhaps have a board game or card game championship. The overall winner could get a trophy or a prize. 

Take your pick

Challenge your friends to eat as many sweetcorn, baked beans or peas as they can in a minute. The catch? Get them to use a cocktail stick to put them into their mouths. You can award the winner a prize, maybe a tin of the product they have just scoffed! 

Thinking about having a raffle? 
Check the rules with your local authority or the Gaming Board for Great Britain: they may require a special licence. And if you're arranging the event on private property, always ask permission from the owner.

