Launch of Youth Dance England 


Youth Dance England the national agency to support and promote opportunities for young people in dance was officially launched by Sue Street, Permanent Secretary, DCMS and Robin Kiel, Secretariat to the Music and Dance Scheme, DfES on Saturday 22 January 2005 at the Royal Festival Hall as part of The Big Youth Dance Weekend – The first national event of its kind for over a decade in partnership with YDE, RFH and London Youth Dance Network, where 7500 people watched free performances, film screenings and took part in a wide variety of workshops. YDE also ran a very successful two day practitioners’ conference attended by over 95 delegates as part of the event. 
The Youth Dance England launch event gave the guests an opportunity to watch youth dance performances around the Royal Festival Hall including WHAT HAPPENED NEXT… a performance commissioned for the ballroom by YDE and the RFH, where seventy young dancers from across the UK met for the first time to present together a new piece conceived and directed by Mark Murphy. 
Youth Dance England is delighted to announce the appointment of its new Chair, Jeremy Newton who is the Chief Executive of NESTA (National Endowment for Science Technology and the Arts). He graduated in Modern and Medieval Languages from Cambridge University and became a member of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in 1979, being made a Fellow of the Institute in 1989.  From 1980-1998 he worked in arts funding from Deputy Director of Eastern Arts Association to establishing Eastern Arts Board as Chief Executive, then moving to The Arts Council of England to establish and lead the Arts Lottery Fund as National Lottery Director.  In 1998, he became the first Chief Executive of NESTA responsible for the establishment and leadership of the organisation. 
Keep informed of our new developments including the National Youth Dance Performance in July 2005 at the Birmingham Hippodrome by visiting www.yde.org.uk
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